RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORMAT 

Intern/Mentor
Directions:  Use the format below to formulate your Preliminary Research Proposal.  Include the headings and signature area.  Single-space the document.  Consider each section carefully, addressing all required components in your own plan. The more information you provide, the better the audience will be able to understand your plan.  Keep in mind that the goal of this exercise is for you think about your research, demonstrate why it is worthy of a year’s study, and explain how you will move forward in achieving your research goals.
Research Proposal
Your Name

Title:  (Clear, informative, and “catchy”)

Project Overview/Objectives:

This section is exactly what it claims to be—an overview!  In one paragraph, explain the general area that you are investigating as well as the specific area that you are studying.  Provide a brief overview of your research topic, how you hope to conduct your primary research and ultimately, what you hope to create as a product.  Make sure to mention the specific audience to whom you will target your product/presentation of results.  (Do not say “everyone”  “teenagers,” or any other vague term. (Think concretely—with whom will you  share the information/product?  How will you get the information to them?)

Background and History of the Issue: 

In 2 paragraphs, outline the relevant history of the issue.  Consider what you have already learned from the research that you have been reading.  If there are a few specific statistics or data references that will help paint a clear picture of your topic, include them. (Remember, you can’t write a history of the entire issue, stick to the information that is relevant to question that you are asking!)  This is background—your discussion of the problem comes next!
Problem Statement and Rationale:

Write a paragraph presenting the problem and the rationale as to why the problem is an important one.  Make sure to explain who could benefit from the research and explain why. Convince your audience that what you are doing is important!  
Research Methodology:


Research Question and Hypothesis:  THIS PART (and only this part) can be bulleted!
1. What are your research questions?  
2. What is your hypothesis?

Research Design:

In paragraph format, explain your research design.  Your paragraph should include information that answers all of the following questions.  DO NOT WRITE THE PARAGRAPH IN A QUESTION/ANSWER FORMAT, rather, make sure that somewhere in your paragraph, you include information that answers these questions.

· Identify whether you are doing qualitative or quantitative research and what specific design model you are using (i.e., historical research, descriptive research, etc.) 
· How will you collect data and from whom? What method will you use?
· How will knowledge or ability in the field be acquired, developed, and demonstrated through the year?  
· What resources will you consult (human, print, organizations, media)?  Make sure to identify your mentor!
Operational Definitions

Include a list of operational definitions of each variable that you are analyzing (i.e., what do you mean by high poverty schools, academic achievement, etc.?).

Logistical Considerations:

Write a paragraph that explains  the special considerations of the project? (cost, materials, equipment, transportation, special permission, printing/distribution).  You need to include information that will help you to plan your research and product presentation.  Think of this as a way to begin organizing your project!
__________________________    
__________________________  
  _____________________

Student Signature                            G/T Resource Teacher Signature      Mentor/Advisor Signature
