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PRIMARY RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT

When you wrote your preliminary research hypothesis and proposal, you began the process of conducting primary research.  This assignment will take many weeks to finish and planning how you will accomplish your goals is as important as completing them.

Thinking about your particular research question and hypothesis, you will need to select ONE primary research project.  You can conduct additional research, but I will only be grading this assignment.

Your choices are:
1) conducting a survey of at least a 50 person sample and tabulating the results; 

2) completing an observational study; 
3) conducting a series of 5 interviews (in addition to the required 2) with an expert in your field (transcribed or summarized); 

4)  completing an analysis of primary document materials; or

5) conducting an original experiment (or a quasi-experiment). 
Survey/Questionnaire Instructions
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If you are planning to conduct a survey at Howard you must:
1) Write a plan of who you plan to survey, how you will distribute the surveys, etc. (1 page double spaced).

2) Write the survey and submit it to me for editing/approval.  
3) Write a FORMAL letter to Ms. Massella asking permission to distribute your survey.  Submit a rough draft to me.  Your letter should include:

· An appropriate heading, format---use the business letter information I distributed in the fall to guide you.

· Information about yourself, your research and what you hope to learn from your survey.  Consider your goals and how you will use the information gathered to help you create your final product. 

· An explanation of how you plan to distribute the survey with specific mention of the teachers who have agreed to allow you to use their class time to distribute.

· A gracious and appreciative ending.

4) Speak with any other teachers involved to see if they are willing to support your survey should you receive approval from Ms. Massella.

5) Submit your letter with a copy of your final survey to me and I will give it to Ms. Massella.
6) Distribute your survey to at least 50 people. (I can help make copies if necessary. Also, consider using google docs if you want to create an on-line survey)

7) Calculate results and create charts, graphs, etc. as appropriate.

8) Complete the primary research analysis assignment, writing a summary of your findings and analysis of what you learned.
If you are planning to conduct a survey OUTSIDE of Howard, you must:
1) Write a plan of who you plan to survey, how you will distribute the surveys, etc. (1 page double spaced).

2) Write the survey and submit it to me for editing/approval. 
3) Write a letter to the respondents explaining your purpose and asking them to participate and submit it to me for editing/approval.

4)  Distribute your survey to at least 50 people. (I can help make copies if necessary. Also, consider using google docs if you want to create an on-line survey)

5) Calculate results and create charts, graphs, etc. as appropriate.
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Complete the primary research analysis assignment.
Observational Study Instructions


If you are planning an observational study you must:

1) Write a summary of how you plan to conduct your observations.  Be specific—will you be conducting participant observations or unobtrusive observations?  You will need to officially document 10 official observations.  (1 page double spaced typed)
2) Write a letter asking the group/person for permission to observe them.  Include an explanation of how you plan to deal with confidentiality.

3) Create an observation check sheet that lists what you are observing and how you will code your observations for each observation OR record notes in a notebook that can be submitted with your results.
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Write a thorough analysis of your results.
Primary Analysis Instructions


If you are planning to complete an analysis of primary sources you must:

1) Write a summary explaining your plan and what you hope to gain and describing the patterns or criteria for which you are looking.

2) Create a list of variables or a checksheet that shows how you will calculate/collect/organize the data.  Depending on your study, you may collect primary resources in a notebook and write one page analysis for each resource or you may be calculating numerical data on a spreadsheet.  Select whichever method is appropriate and organize it in a way that it is accessible and understandable to your audience.

3) Write a thorough analysis of your results, using graphs when appropriate.

Interview Instructions and Rubric

[image: image4.jpg]


 

If you are planning to conduct another interview, you must use the original interview assignment to guide you.  

1) Write up a summary of who you plan to interview and what questions you will ask.  Explain if the base questions will be the same and if they will differ.  Make sure they are open-ended!

2) Transcribe each of the 5 interviews according to the format of your previous interviews.  They can be transcribed word-for-word or summarized or a combination of both.

3)  Write up a thorough analysis of the information gathered from the series of interviews, considering the perspectives of the respondents as well as the consistency and/or disparities of the information they shared. 
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Experiment

If you are planning an experiment:

1) Write up the procedures for your experiment, identifying the variables and stating your hypothesis.

2) Gather the data—using charts or a notebook of observations (depending on the particular circumstances of your experiment).  Explain the results.

3) Write up a thorough analysis of your results and explain how your hypothesis was supported or not.
RUBRIC 
You will be graded based on how well you plan and complete this assignment.  By reading the documents that you submit, I should be able to understand EXACTLY what you are doing.  The more details you include, the better.  The three sections listed below are based on the descriptions above and will be collected at different times.  If you have any questions as to what is required for your project, it is your responsibility to ask BEFORE the due date!
____/40   Thorough explanation of primary research—explain the methods you used. (this will 
                also include a letter to Ms. Massella if you are conducting a survey at HHS.) 
____/40   Checksheet/Criteria Format/Survey/Notebook—whichever type you choose…the 

                 instrument should match your goals and needs. Blank copy as well as completed 

                documents/notebooks.
____/80   Results of your study must be charted/summarized, showing evidence that you 

      carried out your primary research objectives and that your goals were met.  You must 

      also include a thorough analysis of your results.  This is the discussion section that also  

      should mention questions for further research. (Instructions on how to do this will be 

                  distributed).
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